Tetanus, diffuse suppuration, phlebitis, and purulent poisoning were said especially to attack such cases, and thus, amputation in the continuity of the limb was performed in preference to that in the contiguity or at a joint. Even in those instances in which the saw was not applied, the ancients appear to have used the actual cautery to destroy the cartilages rather than leave them exposed in the wound. In more recent times again, the opinion has prevailed that proper adhesion would not take place between a surface covered with cartilage and the soft parts laid over it; that the suppuration would be rendered far more profuse by the presence of the cartilage, which it was thought must exfoliate before the stump could heal. Those 
